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Heart Bridge Spring Newsletter — 2025

Bringing Hope, Warmth, and Support to the Pine Ridge Community and Beyond

Dear Friends,

As the seasons turn, we at Heart Bridge reflect on a year of compassion, service, and deep
connection. From freezing winters to hopeful springs, your generosity has continued to shine—bringing
relief, warmth, education, and love to families and children in Pine Ridge and Wanblee, South Dakota.

Surviving the Cold Together

The winter was especially harsh, with temperatures plunging below -20°F across the Plains. On the Pine
Ridge Indian Reservation, this brought immense challenges. But your kindness helped provide critical
support:

e Through our collaboration with One Spirit, Billy Mills Foundation, Igluthea, and Remember, we
contributed $4,500 to purchase heating fuel and firewood.
e We shipped new winter clothing to the Oglala Sioux Tribe Emergency Youth Shelter, ensuring
children stayed warm.
« Families in need—including single parents, grandmothers raising grandchildren, the homeless,
and children in shelters—felt your love in tangible ways.
We are truly grateful for your compassion. You helped families make it through the toughest season of the
year.

School Support and Holiday Joy

o Backpacks and school supplies were sent to Crazy Horse School elementary students.

e In October 2024, Judy Stewart and Ann Hagans visited Pine Ridge to personally measure students
for coats and boots.

e Victor Elk and Stacy Radmore, our scholarship team, met with the high school staff on Pine Ridge to
support students’ educational futures.

e Coats and boots were shipped throughout late October and November.

e The Bear Swamp Baptist Association WMU sent Christmas gifts to Crazy Horse Elementary
students. Heavy-duty sweatshirts were shipped to middle and high school students.

Friday, December 13, 202¢ From: Jayden, Sitting Up

Thank you, for the jacket it |0OKS hiCe anhd it makes me feel warm and ] like the color. It’s
comfortable ahd Cozy, I Cah wear it ih the cold and, it’s really hice. Anhd thanhk you for
the stoCcKings that’s really nice and for the Christmas gift, I really like them. I apprecCiate
the gifts your group gave anhd thahk you.




A New Chapter Begins

This May, we are proud to support One Library
at a Time, a nonprofit creating libraries in underserved
communities. The library team will travel to Pine
Ridge to install a library at Crazy Horse School,
benefiting students and families. For more info, visit
www.onelibraryatatime.com

Also, this spring, Heart Bridge will launch a new and
vital project:

Community Health Screenings

We’re organizing our first-ever health screening day
for families in Wanblee and nearby areas, with a
team of doctors, nurses, and nutritionists providing free, one-day services. More information will be
shared later this summer—your support will be essential!

Annual Blanket Drive Returns: June-July 2025

Our annual Blanket Drive for the families of Wanblee, SD is back!
Thanks to your generosity, the 2024 drive was a success—heavy queen-size blankets were ordered and
shipped last fall, providing warmth and comfort. Let’s make this year’s drive even bigger!

Continuing the Mission

We have big plans as we move into the second half of the year:
e August: School supplies will be shipped.
e October—November: Coats and boots will again be distributed to students.
e The WMU ladies will continue their loving tradition of preparing Christmas gifts for every
student.

Because of You...

Everything we’ve done—and everything we will do—is only possible because of your generous support.
Your heart for service touches lives in ways that can never be measured.

On behalf of the Heart Bridge team:

Thank you for making the world a little warmer, a little kinder, and a lot more hopeful.

With deep gratitude,

The Heart Bridge Team
Share Heart Bridge with Friends You may mail checks to:
Please check our web page: Heart Bridge of the Carolinas,
www.heartbridgeofthecarolinas.org 13001 Marlstone Lane, Charlotte, NC 28215
Like us: 704-545-5934

www.facebook.com/HeartBridgeOfTheCarolinas All Contributions Are Tax Deductible
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